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History chronicles innumerable kings 
who were brave conquerors and valiant 
soldiers* But Ashoka stands above them 
all because he is the only one who at the 
zenith of his conquests saw the futility 
of violence and had the courage to 
renounce it* That is why, H, G. Wells in 
his ‘Short History of The World' says 
that Ashoka's ,# reign for eight and 
twenty years was one of the brightest 
interludes in the troubled history of 
mankind." Wells goes on to say, "Such 
was Ashoka, the greatest of kings. 
He was far in advance of his age/ 1 

This volume is based on the original 
research of the author into Mahavamsa, 
Dipavamsa, Commentary onMahavamsa, 
and the edicts of Ashoka. Pali manu¬ 
scripts and other secondary sources 
have also been extensively studied in 
gleaning facts which should - kindle a 
new interest in Ashoka. 
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Ashgka was the son of KING 8/NDUSARA 
WHO RULED INDIA FROM HIS CAPITAL OF 
mTAUPUTRA IN THE THIRD CENTURA B.C. 

: _ xCELLED MIS BROTHERS IN THE APT OF 
WAR. THEREFORE, WHEN A REBELLION 
3R0HE OUT IN THE DISTANT PROVINCE OF 
XAXILA, HE WAS SENT TO SUPPRESS IT. 









































WOUQ MAJESTV' WE HAVE 
HAPPV NEWS hl-rllashgka 
HAS SUCCESSFULLY 




HE SHALL RULE 
THERE AS THE 
VICEROY, HE 
WILL KEEP 
PEACE 
THERE. 


WEEKS LATER - 


&1NDUSA&A HAD A HUNDRED SONS BESIDES ASH OH A . THEV WERE 

NOT HAPPW TO HEAR THE NEWS . 






















































BUT THEV WERE UNHAPP/E& ST/LL, WHEN THE KfNG RECALLED ASHQKA 

FROM TAX/LA. 




^ VQJ HAVE A 
HUNOPEP ANQ ONE 
E ONS ^ VO-JV MAJi; 5TV 
VOO HAVE NO CAUSE 
FOQ WOJ?CV- 


I AM 

\A/OEGlEP 
ABOUT 
THE FUTURE 
OF MV 
KINGDOM. 
































































































A REBELLION 
THIS TIME IN 
UiJUAlNT 























































































t WOULD 
LOVE 
TO GO 
SOUTH , 


THE PROVINCE 
OF ULkJAlNl 
NEEDS 

AN A&LE 
V VCECO/. ^ 



. ,. WILL HAVE 
TO CRUSH THE 
REBELS THEGL * 
VOU ALONE 
CAN DO fT. 












































































AS HOF-1 MAPCHEP TOWA&P& UUUAfN/. A G&EATE& CM&T OF 

i H£ .JOU&NE 1 / i VAS O/V //OFse&ACF- 










































ASHOKA WAS CHARMED 8H THE BEAUTV OP THE LEADER 

Of- THE GROUP. _ - 

WE ASE ON OUR 
WAV TO "THE CHAITVA 
NOT TO A TEMPLE. 


EXCUSE ME, LADV. 
TO WHICH TEMPLE 
ARE VOU GOtNG 






























































THEN 
VOU AGE 

Buddhists 


l 


























































ASHGM'5 vr£3 SENGEB SOON RETUPNEP, 




SrG! SHE IS 
THE DAUGHTER 


1 MERCHANT 

I_ _ 



t*VE NtOEQ 
SEEN OU& 
PQJNCE 
HESITATE 
THUS , 


SHRESHTHI, IF 
VGU PLEASE, 


SR , 

ts thece. 

ANVTH1MG 
vou vVANT 
ME TO 
DO FOR 

> vou? / 



























































































AETER A QUICK WEDPtNG, HL PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS UUQAtNi ALONG MTH 1/lPlSHA. 


- i- -- 

ASHOKA/A GREAT WARRIOR, IN NO DME 
ROUTED THE REBELS . 




the REBELS LA/P DOWN 
THEI& ARMS. 




















































THAT’S SIULV 

sou nr, 

BECAUSE 
VOU AQE A 
6UPPHFST, 
t AM NOT. 

























































I AM A 
KSHATRWA 

KING, 
MV DUTV 
ENJOINS 
KILLING 
IF NEED 
BE , 


WHAT ABOUT 
eiMBlSARA? 
HE TOO WAS 
A KING * 

HE FOUND 
PEACE IN THE 
TEACHINGS 
of Buddha. 



I WILL NAME 
HIM ? MAHINDRA* 
HE WILL CONQUER 
l THE ENTIRE 
[K WORLD * y 


' I WISH » HE 
CONQUERS THE 
HEARTS OF MEN 
AS PRINCE 
SIDDHARTHA 
Dip* 


A SON I 
I AM VERV 
HAPPSC 


THE P/FFEQENCES BETWEEN ASHQKA AA/p 
TfPfSHA PEPS f STEP r MONTHS LATEQ * WHEN 
VtOlSHA GAiTE BfPTH TO A SON- 







*mahi =world 
































































wf\n -AT€Q % i//PtSHA GA\/e e/ffTrt TO A Q4UQHTEQ 


•syy jtr 




OH , MOi 
THAT’S A 
6UPPHIS r 
N AME. 



ONE OA% A MESSENGER CAME FQOM PATAUPUTQA 


H/S MAU£S7~V HAS 
NOT SEEN KEEPING 
GOOD HEALTH . PLEASE 
EE TUPN TO 
mTALtPUTQA 
sMMEOtATELH . i 


fill it i < u 
















































































I HAVE RECEIVED 
A MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHIEF MINISTER 
MV FATHER IS ILL, 

I HAVE TO RUSH TO 
PataljPutra*,, y 


ASHOKA MAD HU&&IED 
CONSULTATIONS WITH 
VfDfSHA , 



* * . AND 
vou AREN’T 
VET FIT TO 
AC COM PA N V 
ME, 



WILL VOU STAV 
AT VIDISMA-NAGAR 
WITH VOUR PARENTS? 
I’LL SEND FOR a 
vou later, y 


AS VOU 
WISH, 
MV LORD! 








































































f bEFOGE I 
LEAVE, )S THERE 
ANVTHIMG 
SOJ WANT 
ME TO J 
k PO? ^ 


Bur’siVE ME 
VOUR WDRP 
THAT VOU 
WILL, > 





k_-i y iP—2/, 1 r 

_i i hmmLj 


1 ill il 

i 



























































































































THE THRONE I 
IT IS MINE! 

I HAVE EARNED 
THE RIGHT TO 
\ IT * 


AT PATALI&UTRA. A SHOW iA/AS QECEfXflEO BH THE CHIEF M//V/STEH 


PRINCE i 
HOUQ FATHER 
IS NO MORE, 
ANP MQUR 
BROTHERS ARE 
FIGHTING 
AMONGST 

themselves 

FOR THE 
THRONE. 



ASHOKA FQ&GOT ALL ABOUT THE PF\ 
HE ML? MA.OF TQ l AC'/SHA. 





































































ASFO^A lAsA5 RUTHLESS IN KILLING 
ALL THOSE thatGHALLENG tD HtS 
PiGKT TO- THE THRONE, SUMANAPEVU 
,\.'T? OF ONE OF NfS BROTHER , l A/AL 
L jCPEC TfNG A BABW AT THE TIME. 

s pq sjcESSJ x -J™ 1 *— ■ i 

I FEAG FOR 
THE UFB OF 
THE UNBORN 
CHILD* 


DO HOU SUGGEST 
THAT I GUN AWAV 
FGOM HERE ? 
k BUT WHERE 

CAN t eo? A 


& 


fp 


Kl 




ESCAPING FQQ1V7 THE PALACE , 
SUMANAPEl/f VWNDE&EO tN 
THE FOREST, 

















































































ir VQU COME 
WITH ME TO 
MV VILLAGE , 

\ I WTLL ARRAF'JGE 
gi FOR VOUP 
BBnv. STAV * T 


AAJ OLD MA/X\ WHO WAS PASSING BV* 
TOOK PTH/ ON HER. 


-m 





V NO l 
f J CANNOT 

/valk anv 

FARTHER, j 


SHE ACCOMPAAJtEP HIM . WHILE 
the v CW THEIR WAV- 


wtk fjr 

I 



PON*T WORRV, 
DAUGHTER I 
MV HOME JS 
CLOSE 6V, 

I ’LL FETCH 
WIFE , VOU 
REST UNDER 
THIS 

NIGRODLIA 
TREE - 


IT WAS UNDER THAT N/GROiJHA TREE 
THAT A 3QV WAS BORN TO SUMANAOEW. 











































































AijHOKA HAD BECOME A POWERFUL VES, VOUR MAJESTY, 

COURT- h___ E^/EN TAMILA AND 

UJJAINI ARE > 

'-.QUIET. 


minister, IS 
MH KINGDOM 
PEACEFUL? 
AQB THE C 
BORDERS I 

^ QUIET ? J 



STILL v/VE SHOULD 
not REST TILL 
kal/nga IS 

CONQUERED. 


WHV 

VOUR 

MAJESTY? 



IT IS INDEPENDENT 
TODAY AND MAY 
RAISE ITS HEAD ANW 
V- MOMENT. a 


WAR il WILL 
v HAVE TO Bt 



COMMANDER! 
PREPARE FOP V>IE 
&ATTLF . 









































































































SHALL 
VISIT 
KAL INGA 


M' HAVE WON 
KALINGA IS 
. OURS. 





































































P&GCE£PE&, HL SAW HOQQtBLE SIGHTS 


HEAP&OF DEAD MEN l ) 

WE HAVE KILLED J 

MANV* OVEG 

^ >-^ 1 , 00,000 
; MEM TO BE 
/ \ PRECISE„ 

V VOUR 
\ MAJESTV. 



MEGCVi 
WE BEG FQQ 
< MERCV! y 


WE HAVE 
CAPTUPED 
1 * 50,000 
MEN, 
VOUP 
MAJESTV 











































he SAW the sufferings of the people. 




VOUB MAUESTVl 
I HAVE & BOUGHT 
THIS LETTER EIJOM 
. VIDlSHA PEVI. j 


TO ADD TO HfS GRIEF 
A MESSENGER CAME 
FROM VIDlSHA NAGAR. 





















































































/ ’ivrntse. 3 r JrY> 

jgTKtfno/fye 

item pftop^L, 
y^juhs ' 




ASHOKA DREW SOME COMFORT 
n?OM THE PRESENCE OF H/S 
Q tjfL&PSN. BUT HE CONTINUED 
TO BROOD OVER THE WLUNGS. 



t VHO CAN THIS BE ? 
VEHW OO / FEEL 
DRAWN TOWARDS > 
- HiM? ar 


ONE DAY, FROM HfS PALACE WINDOW, 

HE SAW A MONK PASSING ALONG THE ROAD. 



















































































WHEN THE MONK CAME — 


VENERABLE ONE,) PQN*T VQU 
WHO ACE VOU? /SE£,WHO i AM? 

A SUPPHiST 
■ ; 4 ^ ^ MONK . 

sssf 



MAV J KNOW 
VOUR NAME, 
PLEASE ? 


MV MOTHER 
C4LLEP ME 
WIGPQPHA 
KUMAR - 




r»~ jJ 

>r S [try 

Hi 

E 1 



NI&ROPHA 
KUMAP 1 
i KNOW, 
THAT IS 
THE NAME 
OF MV 
BROTHER’S 
SON. ^ 


f VES* 
l AM VOUR 
NEPHEW* 

\ CAN GUESS 
WHAT IS 
GOI NG ON 
IN HOUR 
\ MINP* A 















































































































WHY SHOULD f ? 
BECAUSE 
YOU KILLED MU 
FATHER ? 


LOU 

HATE ME 
DON'T 

vou? 




PRAV, WHERE 
DID VOU 
LEAGN THIS? 
AT SUCH A 
TENDER 
AGE ? A 


FROM THE 
TEACHINGS 
OF LORD 

Buddha. 

THFTU BRING 
PEACE TO 
TROUBLED 
MINDS. 


L hr XI 

V 

It i 

■yL- 
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WILL \ 

,7 VOU \ 

^ACCEPT ME / 

AS WQUR / 

PfSClPLE ? Jjr V£S 

QEPEAf 

_-rT~~W _ / AFTER ME 

' Jd <J ( TAKE 

L '! cT' berjge 

W iL’r \ IN THE 

4_ xS-K y \ BUPPHA. 




I TAKE 
REFUGF 
IN THE 
PHARMA 












































































































A TPAN3FOQMA TfQN CAME 
l&UtJT /N AS HOE A, ALL N/S 
ATTENTION NO A/ WAS on 
&P/NG/NG PEACE AN& 
HAPPINESS TO 
THE PEOPLE. 




HE EQECTEP 
PILLARS... 





PPfVAPAPSHL THE BELOLEp tf/NO 


OF OOP S4V'.S H its - 


.., ANfJ CAPPED 
/NS TQUC T/QNS 
ON POCKS. 












































































I HAVE GIVEN 
AWAV ALL 
THINGS PEA£ 
K TO ME, > 




--- 

VOUte SON i MUST VOU, 
WISHES TO | MAMfNDRA'? IT IS 
JOIN THE j WITH A HE AW 
5ANGHA, / HEART- BUT 
y I GIVE VOU 
PERMISSION. 



FATHER, ALLOW 
ME TO UQfN THE 
NUNNERV, y 


^ OH i 
SANGHAMITRA ti 
























































































mu husband And 

SON HAVd RENOUNCED 
the WORLD. I TAKE 
NO PLEASURE / 
V IN LIFE* / 


SOU MAV 
JON THE 
NUNNERV. 




FATHER, 

I HAVE COME 
TO BID VOU 
GQOP-6VE, > 


WHAT DO 
VOU MEAN 
SANGHA- 

Mm? a 9 








































































































BE BRAVE . WOU 
FORGET SANGHAM1TRA 
tS A MEMBER OF J 
^ THE SANGHA, 


SAMGHAMITtA , 

\ HAVE GROWN CLP 
i GAN BEAR GRIEF 
V NO MORE. 



THANH 

VOU, 

FATHER. 


UNDERSTAND 
I WISH VOU 

success. 

GO, MV 
V CHILD. 




\ 


-A iw>' 


- 


5C ' 


—*■ - 



OH! 1//&/SHA* 
HOUQ CH/LOFEAJ 
HAi/E LEFT ME 
JUST AS HOU O/O 
HQF THE SAHt OF 
OHAFMA, 





















































































DO NOT 
V\ GRIEVE, 



BV 


SACRIFICING 


DEAR Ones 


VOUC DEA1 
VOU HAVE 
PROVED ‘ 
dharma 


THAT 


IS 


DEAR TO 


VOU 


VOU ARE 
INDEED, 
PHAPMASHQKA 


3V-: 


Ei 


THUS 


ASHOKA 


BECAME DHA&MASHGKA 


HE HULLO * OR A-3AW 


/T/VP LOOKED 


AHTL-Q 


THE 




THE SUBJECTS 


OH 


OB HIS 


H'f&E 


AS 


FATHER 


A 


WOULD LOOK 


Af TLA 


NTS 


CHU. DREW 


v 












































































thf f-tt'£ ^-v'vc.'A n of co-extsTtwce, which Hi- fmotw - 
w , w . a&l still ntsPec too rn£ worlq ot/ce. rut ashoka 
mti <tet at shhnath qeminds us eu£N till this pat of 
ms c-FFAmess. rue 'dha&ma chakfa ■ on thf ashoka 

P»LlAR Apo&fii/S OUT NATIONAL FLAG. 


































